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Of Wiretaps
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U.S. District Court Judge'
Oliver Gasch ordered the
Armerican Telephone &
Telegraph Co. yesterday. to .
viithhold from Congzress, at
least temporarily, the com- .
pany’s records of the fed-
eral government’s requests
for - natmna) secunt}” wire- !
taps. .
The ‘.tlmg was a \mory'f
for President Ford, -who '
earlier yesterday personally
ordered the- Justice Depart-
meat to “undertake - such :
action in the courts .. . as:
may be appropriate to pre- -
vent the disclosure of this |
sensitive information.”
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Mr. Ford’s claim of execu- i
tive privilege, or right " of |
secrecy, on the material was. ‘(
|

'

( only the second such formal

asserlion by a Pr esident “in”

an attempt to withhola’ n-.

formation from a CONgres--

sional investigzating commit--!
tee, the Justice Department
said. In the first’ instance,

the U.S. Court of Appeals
here upheld in 1974 former
President Nixon'’s privilege
claim in withholding his
White House tapes from the
Senate Watergate Comm1t~

tee. , :
The House Oversight and.
Investigations subcommitiee i
had subpoenaed -the docu-
‘ments, which were sched-
uled to be turned over by
10 a.m. today The subpoena,

issued in a closed session !
last month, had prompted-
numerous meetings and ne-

gatiations bhetween the Ford -
administration ancd subcom- |
mittee lawyers in an at-.
tempt to limit the panel’s ac- .
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cess to the ruquealpd ma-
t*rxals . e
F\ﬂxen tno\e v‘PDo'mt on:
failed, the Justice Depart--
ment’ ﬁ‘ed ';mt vesterday to
block AT&T from turning .
over the matmxal
Subcommxtuee attorney
Michael Lemov told Gasch
that his ruling “would. not
bind Congress from exercis-
inz its ‘legislative powers
and accused -Gasch ;of ime
px‘dperly intruding... inte
what is essentlau,/ a ;politi..
cal quarrel. . :

Lemov said in z later e -

lerview tnat Gascns ruling
prompts .a- '-onuhuhonal

coufrontatmn.” and- that he. .
to appear-
with the requested-
“I -have- great -
questions “about ‘a ‘judge's':

expects :AT&T -
today

documents, -

judge, : un-.
le-

authority-—nane
elgcted-—tor comrul
gress,” Lemov :said.,

AT&T attorney Tol*n Fow )
\"hf) attended the . hear!m—:‘., 2
‘would “advise hr» -

said he'-
‘company ty show up'as’
scheduled for todav closed
subcommittee session  but
to. refuse to. mrn over "the
mat‘ mnals: ‘He said the com--
pany- is . bound by Gasch's
order,  i.. L :

In oppoemu ‘the cubpnena
the Justice: Department filed

lengthy pleadings ‘with the

court in which Presidant F ord’
asserted execufive prmleve
against disclosing the docu
ments to- Cnngreaq B

The department filed affxda-'

vits-saying disclosure “would ~

-jrevea} the identity’ of every-
foreign power, agent of a forf ]

eign power or.entity which is,’
or<has’ been, ‘the subject- “of:
our mtulwence interests.” *F

In another affidavit, CIA
Dx,ector -George’ Bush :said
“inteiligerice sources ‘and
methods of the greatest serisi:
tivity .will- be Compmmlsnd
ands specific targets ‘of - U.S.
forelgn mtel}xvence co’lpc!mn

(*fforh will e identifiod” if°
the documentz are disclosed.

sen resforday by
F'&);u{ o Subeormamiitee Ci
3505332 Mess (D-Coli

mzn £
sayiag. “I have detormined

.

. that compliance with the sub-

poena  would invelve unuc-
copiable rizks of Gisciosuce.of
extremely sensitive foreizn in-
tellicenee and c""me"r"o‘!i-
gence information ane s
te datrimental to the pation @i
defense and foreign policy of

.\ sa released was 2 “ﬂ't?
sferday by Presideat’

STAT |

the Uniled State; and dam- -

aging to ihe national. s=cur-
ity

The. President marje s5imi-
liar statements in letters in-.

t"uc!ma AT&T to refuse to

turn over the aterials, and -
in a memo.to the Justice De-
partment authorizing it to
file the suit vesterday..

The decuments at issue
are from the FBI d're(-tnr.
asking. the {s-lephr)ma com-
pauy to. previde special
leased lines or other techni-

cal assiz tanee “at the usual |

commercial cates” for na-
tional security surveiljance.

The rr-qum s revealed the
qp'*cmc locatian, individual
or “telephene number for
which a tap was requested
and alsp specified the loca-

tion of the 12§ statiop that .

would
tdpa.

An FBI affidavit said -

there were 141 rnationa! secu-
rity -tap requesis in"1975, an
increase from an average of
about 7 in 1970°73. No ex-

be\ mionitoring the -

planatmn was given for the:

increase:
Subeommittee attornev Lh-
moy argued that Gasch's or-
der.was uanecessary hecause
the. pazel had promised- to
maintain sfriet security over.

- -the documents..

Gasch referred to leaks of

materials by other congres-.

and said.,
\“r\ cood

siona! committees
“We-haven't had 2
history with that

Gasch  sche c'uler{ a. full
hearing
W oc’nesda'* at i3 2. m

on the i isue for next *

have we?” -




